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IP laws stand for Intellectual Property laws which give an exclusive right to an inventor to

protect his creativity. Creativity comes from the mind and it is very necessary to protect that

creativity otherwise it can be misused. Intellectual Property Laws cover the concept of

copyright, trademarks, patents, designs, inventions, and geographical indications as well.

SMEs which stand for Small and Medium Enterprises are growing sectors in India right now.

In India, those businesses which have an investment in equipment between Rs. 25 lakhs and

Rs. 10 crores and investment in the service sector is between Rs. 10 lakhs to Rs. 5 crores are

categorized under Small and Medium Enterprises. At present, the Small and Medium

Enterprises sector is growing rapidly and is always in a debate about the future of SMEs.

Apart from the concern of the future, there are other questions which are in debate such as the

growth of Small and Medium Enterprises with time, the relation between the Small and

Medium Enterprises with international business, the relation between the government and the

Small and Medium Enterprises, the role of IP laws in the sector of Small and Medium

Enterprises, etc.

At present, IP laws are an emerging department in the book of laws, and the government

along with the lawmakers are giving utmost importance to this particular department. IP laws

have provisions that can help Small and Medium Enterprises grow at a global level and can

become the biggest competitors in the market. IP laws can also help Small and Medium

Enterprises protect their creativity and in designing the management policies as well.

For a business to grow in the market, it is very important to have a unique brand name

because it attracts consumers and hence the growth of a business takes place. To protect the

brand name and to avoid competition regarding the brand name in the mark, the SMEs are

required to register it under the trademark laws which come under Intellectual Property Laws.
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Another example that can be taken into consideration is related to inventions. Small and

Medium Enterprises are more into creativity and inventions and to protect their inventions

from being misused, the SMEs can register them under the patent laws which is again a part

of the Intellectual Property laws.

The role of Intellectual Property laws in SMEs related to the development of the business as

well as the protection of the business. According to the various aspects under the IP laws, it

gets easier for Small and Medium Enterprises to develop their product, make it unique and

get exclusive rights for the design of the products, and the creativity behind it is also

protected with the help of the different sectors under the Intellectual Property Laws. Although

there can be some challenges which can be faced by the SMEs as it is still an emerging law in

India. The challenges faced by Small and Medium Enterprises while obtaining is Intellectual

Property laws are mainly due to the lack of proper knowledge about the IP laws. The lack of

awareness of the IP laws among Small and Medium enterprises does not give exact clarity

regarding exclusive rights needed in their business. The second factor is regarding the fees

and commission for the registration of the product or service and the fees regarding the

maintenance of the products and services registered under the IP laws creates a barrier for

Small and Medium Enterprises. The third factor that creates a problem for Small and Medium

Enterprises is the application process. The application process for registration under the IP

laws is quite lengthy which delays the process of registration and hence Small and Medium

Enterprises step back from the registration process and do not wish to obtain IP laws for the

growth in their business. In India, the industrial sectors have legal consultants to advise and

to solve their disputes whereas Small and Medium do not entertain such consultants as they

are not much aware of the laws related to the product design, legal disputes, marketing advice,

and uniqueness in the market. Another factor that becomes a drawback for Small and

Medium Enterprises to obtain IP laws for their business is the constant changes in technology.

The technology is getting advance with time and sometimes it gets difficult to adjust with the

changes in the information technology and hence the Small and Medium Enterprise step back

from obtaining the IP laws.

However, to upgrade the competition level and to have a unique business idea and growth in

the brand name without any second copy then the SMEs must take the proper guidance from

the IP laws in India and start accordingly.


