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Abstract 

Among the best poets of the twentieth century are William Butler Yeats and Rabindranath 

Tagore. Academic partnership between the two schools dates back decades. In the course of their 

long-standing friendship, many Parallels have been established between Rabindranath Tagore's 

writing and that of W. B. Yeats. The thirty-seven-year relationship between these two 

outstanding people had an impact on both. According to Yeats, Tagore personified the wisdom 

and integrity of the East, thereby reassuring him of the validity of Asian thought. Tagore 

considered Yeats as a symbol of the West's creative vitality and this view was shared by others. 

The relationship between Tagore and Yeats is typical of Indo–Irish connections, and the opening 

lines of Gitanjali by the Irish poet are widely used in scholarly treatises on the subject of Indo–

Irish relations. Throughout both poets' great works, the eternal fight between life and death is a 

recurring theme in their respective works. A good cause for this can be found in the following: 

However brief, Yeats' interest in Tagore reflects not only cross-cultural encounters inside the 

British colonial area, but also Western notions of the Orient during his time in Britain. It is The 

purpose of this dissertation is to analyse how to contextualise the works of the both poets within 

contemporary spirituality and how do so in an accessible manner. 

Keywords: mysticism, God and religion, mystic elements, Rabindranath Tagore, W.B. Yeats, 

Gitanjali. 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Mysticism, in its simplest and most fundamental meaning, is a religious style that emphasises 

immediate understanding of one's relationship to God, as well as a direct and deep sense of God's 

presenceIt is a faith at its most passionate, vibrant, and alive stage of development. (Balckburn-

2005). As defined by the Oxford Dictionary, mysticism is "a short belief in the existence of 

realities beyond permanent or intellectual comprehension that are basic to being and immediately 

accessible through subjective experience." Mystic refers to that which is described from a higher 

degree of awareness than the average human consciousness. Poetry has historically been a 

preferred medium for mystics since poetry is formed when an emotion is expressed has made its 

way into one's thoughts and those thoughts have found their way into one's words. 

1.1 Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941): 

"Gitanjali" was written by Rabindranath Tagore (6 May 1861 – 8 August 1941), a Nobel laureate 

Born in Bengal, he is a poet, writer, lyricist, philosopher, artist, and educator in Calcutta, India 

(1912). 
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In 1910, it was initially published. Gitanjali (Song Offerings), Tagore's collection of mystical & 

sacred songs, was translated into English in 1912. This is just the first of several and the rest 

would follow. These songs, which are in their original form of subtlety of rhythm and 

untranslatable delicacies of colour, have been a part of my life for as long as I can remember. 

Only a small portion of Tagore's work has been translated into other languages, some With 

common language, with several references to naturalism, mysticism, and philosophy 

understanding. Although Tagore himself translated many, there are many differing 

interpretations from one translation to the next. 

1.2 W.B.Yeats: 

In addition to being a poet, playwright, and prose writer, William Butler Yeats (13 June 1865 – 

28 January 1939) considered widely recognised as one of the greatest poets of the nineteenth 

century most important characters in twentieth-century literature. His contribution to the Irish 

literary establishment included the founding of He later served as a Senator of a Irish Free State 

for just a total of two terms in his older years.  

Shakespearean poet William Butler Yeats is usually acknowledged as one of the best poets of the 

twentieth century. In Ireland, he belonged to the Protestant, Anglo-Irish minority that had been in 

control of the From at least the end of the 17th century, the country's economic, political, social, 

and cultural life according to historical records. However, Yeats was adamant about his Irish 

nationality, despite the fact that the majority of members of this minority identified as English 

people born in Ireland. Regardless of fact that he spent 14 years of his youth in London (and 

maintained a permanent residence in the city for the first half of his adult life), Yeats remained 

true to his Irish heritage, with many of his poems and plays including Irish mythology and 

heroes. He was just as steadfast in his commitment to his self-image as an artist. Many people 

accused him of being elitist as a result of this conviction, yet it undoubtedly contributed to his 

success. 

Yeats and Rabindranath Tagore are two of the twentieth century's best poets. who are commonly 

cited as examples. Rabindranath Tagore and William Butler Yeats had a long and strong 

connection that began in the 1920s. In the last two centuries, there hasn't been much discussion 

on B. Yeats among literary critics and biographers. It had an impact on both of these wonderful 

individuals during their thirty-seven-year friendship and partnership. Yeats was able to defend 

his belief in Asian philosophy as a result of his encounter with Tagore. Tagore regarded Yeats as 

a representation of the Western world's artistic spirit a perspective that Tagore shared. 

Chitra Amar Two contemporary poets who are frequently overlooked are Katha, Tagore, and W. 

B. Yeats. recognised as two of the greatest poets of the twentieth century. Both have been 

awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature for their works in English. Both poets are widely regarded 

as national poets in their respective nations of origin. In addition to fighting against the English, 

both men were active in the national liberation war. The mystic union is only conceivable 

because of God's grace, which is extended to both of them. They both agreed that human 

marriage is a suitable structure for spiritual life and that it should be encouraged. Both are poets, 

nationalists, painters, philosophers, and admirers of the arts and the beauty they create. Both of 

them were debating the question of life and death. Neither enjoyed their schooling and regarded 

formal education as a waste of time. The Jalianwalabagh massacre prompted Tagore to 

relinquish his Knighthood, whereas Yeats chose to remain a member of the Order. 
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Both had a long life and a long poetic career that stretched more than fifty years in the company 

of Yeats, as well. If Yeats was anxious to learn from the old knowledge of the east, Tagore acted 

as the East's cultural prophet to the Western world. Yeats admired Tagore's Gitanjali, and by 

writing the Introduction to Tagore's Gitanjali, he played a key role in bringing Tagore to the 

Western world. During their twenty-seven-year association, Tagore and Yeats had experiences 

that had a profound impact on both of their lives. It is useful to compare the principles that 

underpin their poetry in order to unearth previously unknown characteristics. This book is an 

attempt to delve into the substance of Indian philosophy, which had a great influence on Tagore's 

humanistic perspective as well as Yeats' futuristic vision. The research's ultimate purpose is to 

unearth the spiritual components present in their poetry, as well as the similarities and variances 

between their respective worldviews. As a result of his fascination with India and spirituality, 

Tagore desired to meet other men who shared his views in the West. When it came to politics, 

Yeats had a special affection for Irish mythology, which he drew inspiration from. No surprise 

that Tagore was brought up and dressed in the manner of aristocratic society, and that Bengali 

tradition served as a rich source of inspiration for both his writing and musical output. Neither of 

them could get enough of how poetry and song were intertwined together. Both poets wrote 

poetry that had a magical quality to it. They were torn on whether they wanted to be a part of 

society or whether they wanted the privacy that comes with being a poet. Both were literary 

renaissance personalities who had a significant impact on the next generation of writers that 

came after them. 

2. Yeats wrote the preface/introduction to Gitanjali: 

Tagore, like Indian culture, has been willing to seek the spirit and allow its expressions to be 

spontaneous. In his mind, life is always equated with the lives of People who have followed our 

pattern more closely and have a greater visible global reach, always modestly, as though he is 

just confident that his path is the better one for him: Men on their way home look at me, grin, & 

embarrass me. As I sit in the manner of a beggar maid, my skirt pulled over mine ears, and as 

others inquire as to my desires, I lower my eyes and say nothing.'In another context, he would 

say, "Many an hour have I spent in the struggle of the good and the wicked, but now it is the joy 

of my playmate of the empty days to draw my heart on to him, and I know not why this sudden 

appeal to what is meaningless in effect”. The birds and the leaves seems like familiar to him as 

children do, and the great events of the seasons seem as familiar to him as they were before our 

emotions developed between them and us. This is a clarity and a simplicity not found elsewhere 

in literature. 1961 was a year of transition for the United States (Yeats). 

In the words of Chatterjee, Nature has servd as a source of inspiration for many people on their 

spiritual journey. A kind of quasi-vision of the Supreme Truth was experienced by the Rig Vedic 

seers, who saw the Supreme Truth amid natural occurrences and in relationship to nature as a 

living inspiration with which they were always in direct connection." (Chateerjee et al., p. 193) 

Rabindranath Tagore was a well-known mystic who saw nature as an inspiration and a metaphor 

for the timeless truths that he believed in. It gains in significance as time progresses. Despite the 

fact that Tagore of Gitanjali is profoundly impacted by the magnificence of nature, he is unable 

to conceal the truth of his inner existence. The poet's inner darkness is frequently dispelled by the 

mystic light that illuminates Nature's world, which serves as a balm for the poet's soul. 



International Journal of Applied Science and Technology Research Excellence Vol 08 Issue 01, January-February 2019, 
ISSN NO. 2250-2718(Print), 2250-2726(Online) 

www.ijastre.org 

 

51 

Admirers of Rabindranath Tagore's work have called him the "Shakespeare of India." Two of 

Tagore's most famous writings, "The Gardner" and "Gitanjali," illustrate his spiritual worldview. 

Poems like Sailing to Byzantium and The Second Coming of Yeats, on the other hand, occupied 

a significant amount of significance from a spiritual standpoint. This article examines the 

parallels between Tagore and Yeats' writings, with a particular emphasis on the subject of 

mysticism. When it comes to bridging Eastern and Western spirituality throughout the early 

twentieth century, there is no finer poet than Rabindranath Tagore. The reading of his verse, 

which is genuinely spiritual while also being incredibly sensitive, can be beneficial to people 

from many walks of life. 

The Tagore–Yeats connection has historically served as a model for There are strong Indo–Irish 

relations, and also the Irish poet's opening paragraphs of Gitanjali are frequently quoted 

academic research. Both poets' outstanding works are concerned with the age-old subject of what 

happens to us once we die. There's a solid reason for this, after all. It is not only a reflection on 

British colonial experiences, but also a microcosm of Western perceptions of the East that Yeats 

became obsessed with Tagore for a brief period of time. Yeats and other western readers were 

intrigued by Tagore's ability to transcend national and social boundaries, as well as the mystic 

and religious aspects of his work. 

"As the Eastern Sage, Tagore outwitted the Orientalists, who, like the Colonizers, viewed actual 

places in the globe as ephemeral theatres for living out one's ambitions." (Sen, 2010) 

To Yeats, India as depicted in Tagore's poetry was everything He had imagined it to be: 

captivated by the supernatural & devoted to a literary tradition that equated poetry and religion. 

However, Yeats was not without fault. Tagore's subversive rewrite of his own poems. Rather 

than a logical sense coupled with earthly love, Tagore's poems depict a metaphysical sense 

coupled with Tagore's poetry appears to be one point ahead of Yeats's in terms of heavenly love. 

According to Swami Adiswarananda:"Rabindranath Tagore's intellectual and spiritual 

reflections transcend all linguistic, cultural, and national boundaries. The poet and mystic takes 

us on a spiritual journey via his words, revealing the infinite within the limited, the oneness at 

the centre of all diversity, and the Divine within all creatures and things in the cosmos." (2004) 

(Tagore) 

The term "mysticism," on the other hand, has undergone several definitional changes. 

"According to an article in the research, the term "mystical" is occasionally used to refer to a 

diverse range of manifestations and philosophies, such as occultism and spiritualism, as well as 

oriental and new age ideas, as well as the transcendent meetings of saints and mystics." (2003) 

(Daniel's) 

This analysis enables the distinction between religious and mystical experiences to be made. In 

his article titled "A Contemplative Faith," Carl McColman (2010) discusses mysticism. 

1. Mysticism as pure experience (whether this implies a joyful contact with God's presence 

during the Eucharist, or a brain immersion into Divine Unity through intensive 

contemplation, or any of many other encounters with the Mystery)." 

2. "The endeavour to put words to such pure experience is inevitably bound to failure, 

because mystical experience is ineffable by definition." 
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3. "The endeavour to provide meaning and importance to such mystical language requires 

analysing accounts of mystical experience in terms of their religious, social, political, 

psychological, and moral value, both to the individual and to the society in which the 

experience happens." 

4. "And finally, the attempt to transmit the richness of mystical understanding, not only via 

written works such as the writings of great mystics, but also through more informal 

means such as individual spiritual direction and the monastic and oblate formation 

process." 

Rabindranath Tagore discovers God's presence in the natural world surrounding him. He 

addresses God through admiration for nature's beauty, which reflects God's presence. Tagore is 

not even an author egocentric individual. He does not forget the gifts bestowed by God at times 

of adversity and complaint. In the poems, he expresses appreciation to God for the blessings. He 

bestows on man. The natural components of our universe that man enjoys, such as sky, stars, 

wind, and flowers, are the finest gifts that man could possibly get.  

“This is my prayer to thee, my lord — Strike, strike at the root penury in my heart. Give me the 

strength to lightly bear my joys and sorrows. Give me the strength to make my love fruitful in 

service. Give me the strength never to disown the poor or bend on my knees before insolent 

might. Give me the strength to raise my mind high above daily trifles. And give me the strength to 

surrender my strength to thy will with love” 

3. Tagore, Rabindranath 

The prayer above is widely credited to Christian mystics including Ignatius of Loyola, Francis of 

Assisi, & Teresa of Avila."Gitanjali," a devotional poetry anthology comprising of Tagore's 

devotional poetry are filled with spiritual awe & contemplation of God's innumerable blessings. 

They brought to mind some Old Testament Psalms for some listeners. These themes resonate 

with people of all faiths because to their spiritual authenticity and physical attractiveness. When 

Tagore writes about spiritual experiences, he does so in an appealing and engaging manner that 

elicits a deep sense of identification in his readers. 

3.1 He writes in the Little Flute,  

“Thou hast made me endless, such is thy pleasure. This frail vessel thou emptiest again and 

again, and fillest it ever with fresh life. This little flute of a reed thou hast carried over hills and 

dales, and hast breathed through it melodies eternally new…” 

Gitanjali's effectiveness is due to Tagore's personal relationship with God. According to Edward 

J. Thompson, Tagore's biographer: 

"What is significant about (Tagore) is... his personal encounter with God." Anyone who has read 

Gitanjali can attest to its profundity and sincerity. God has an unusual way of approaching him 

personally. He is more likely than any other Western theist to tend toward pantheism. The 

Indian's relationship with God becomes more intimate and personal as God becomes more 

personal for him... Unless he discovered it himself, I'll assume that he did not receive revelation 

from man or blood, but rather from our Heavenly Father via His Son, Christ Jesus." (2003) 

(Thompson) 
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His poetry repeatedly demonstrates a great spiritual awareness and mysticism. A nice illustration 

of this is found in his 1928 book Fireflies, which begins as follows: 

“I touch God in my song as the hill touches the far-away sea with its waterfall…. Love remains a 

secret even when spoken, for only a lover truly knows that he is loved…. In love, I pay my 

endless debt to thee for what thou art.”(Tagore, 1999) 

4. W.B. Yeats 

None other than W.B. Yeats incorporated the occult and mysticism into poetry for the first time. 

His poetry, which features Celtic mythology's gods and fairies are resurrected, is infused with 

mysticism. For Yeats, it was a mystic experience, and the poem he produced was infused with 

the experience, imbuing it with a spiritual depth. Yeats's interest in the esoteric aided in 

broadening his mind and inventiveness. 

According to Yeats, the mystical gospel, is as follows: 

 That our mind's borders are always shifting, and that several brains can join and produce 

or reveal a shared mind and energy. 

 That our memories are a part of a vast collective memory, Nature's collective memory 

 That symbols are capable of conjuring up this huge knowledge and memory. (1995, 

Jantzen) 

There are numerous ways in which poetry can portray the mystical, but one that stands out is 

Yeats' use of imagery to bring these mythological locales to life through his poems. This poet's 

poetry is immersed in themes of otherworldliness and spirituality; he was attracted by these 

issues, and his art reflects that fascination. It began when he was a young man and was lured to 

the esoteric realm of Theosophy and the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, an ancient mystic 

society. 

Carl Jung, a philosopher, used conical gyres to symbolise the soul, as well as his conceptual 

representation of time as a sequence of concentric circles. Mysticism and magic are frequently 

Yeats' poetry, most notably in "The Second Coming," as well as in other works like "Sailing to 

Byzantium" and "The Magi," makes reference to it (1916). Rejecting Christian principles in 

favour of a more supernatural understanding of spirituality imbues Yeats' poetry with a particular 

flavour, impacting his treatment of history, politics, and love. 

Yeats was fascinated with the occult, mysticism, and astrology throughout his life. He read 

books on the subject throughout his life and, in 1911, he joined the Paranormal Research 

Organization The Ghost Club. According to his own comments from 1892, he would not have 

had time to write the black book or construct Countess Kathleen if he had not made magic his 

primary emphasis. Everything I do, think, and write is centred on my enchanted life. Yeats 

recounts his quest in Byzantium for the elusive realm of spirits. 

“Before me floats an image, man or shade, Shade more than man, more image than a shade; For 

Hades’ bobbin bound in mummy-cloth May unwind the winding path” 

The universe of spirits is enigmatic; the speaker is uncertain if he is gazing at an image, a person, 

or a shadow. Eventually, he deduces that the appearance is made of a picture. Deciphering this 
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artwork reveals further undiscovered gates to Hades' ghostly domain, the unseen underpinnings 

of the visible world. 

Yeats's perspectives on life and history are informed by an intriguing personal experience. He 

and his wife conducted experiments on automatic writing, a psychic phenomenon in which her 

hand and pen served as unwitting conduits for communication with the spirit realm. They 

maintained around 400 sessions of spontaneous writing, This resulted in approximately four 

thousand documents that Yeats painstakingly studied and classified. He perceived certain 

patterns, the most notable of which he dubbed gyres, interpenetrating cones representing 

contrasts both personal and historical. He contended that gyres began with a divine creation of a 

mortal female, with Zeus' rape of Leda, and subsequently, Mary's immaculate conception. Yeats 

discovered that symbolic occasions happened at the midpoints of each 2000-year era's 1000-year 

halves. He felt that during these periods of equilibrium, a civilization can attain exceptional 

perfection, citing The splendour of Athens in 500 B.C., Byzantium in 500 A.D., as well as the 

Italian Renaissance in 1500 A.D. are all examples. Byzantium offers an ethereal realm of 

pleasure & revelation.  

“Dying into a dance, an agony of trance, An agony of flame that cannot singe a sleeve. Astraddle 

on the dolphins mire and blood, Spirit after spirit! The smithies break the flood,The golden 

smithies of the Emperor! Marbles of the dancing floor Break bitter furies of complexity, Those 

images that yet Fresh images beget, That dolphin-torn, that gong-tormented sea.” 

While Yeats was able to access this hypothetical realm through visionary trance, such 

experiences are not unique to mystics and master poets. Yeats did not provide a detailed 

description of how to attain these euphoric states of consciousness. Despite his vocal criticism, 

his art and life paved the door for others to pursue more creative and enlightened approaches to 

life and the spirit. The fact that He was willing to take chances and appear dumb in quest of a 

more vivid & transcendent experience of life, which makes him a great role model for anyone 

who has powerful religious yearnings but does not feel welcomed or at comfortable in traditional 

religious traditions. 

CONCLUSION 

W. B. Yeats and Rabindranath Tagore present a reading that exists entirely, religion, even, at 

times, even language's limitations. In today's chaotic world, when we shamelessly misuse 

language, terrified Citizens cling tenaciously to restrictive religious systems, and people have 

increased communication. capability than ever before, they also feel more isolated than they 

have in previous generations In this time of historical and psychological turmoil, the writings of 

Tagore and Yeats assist to illuminate our perplexing interior experiences. Their emphasis is 

based on an ancient worldview wherein the spirit and imagination play a significant role are the 

most important elements, resulting in the formation of a necessary balancing act between modern 

materialism and fanaticism. Remains pertinent and urgent, this humanising vision pushes us to 

investigate the enigmatic our lives' spiritual foundations and to cultivate a society that is 

responsive to aesthetics and an authentic feeling of the divine in our daily lives and work. 
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