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Abstract: 

India's population is growing at an alarming rate. The country is projected to be the world's 

most populous nation by 2027, surpassing China. This rapid population growth is having a 

profound impact on Indian society. The most obvious consequence of India's population 

explosion is overcrowding. Cities are becoming congested and resources are strained. This is 

leading to increased crime rates and social tensions. Additionally, the pressure on infrastructure 

is causing economic problems and environmental degradation. The demand for food, water, and 

housing is outstripping supply, driving up prices and making life increasingly difficult for the 

poorest members of society. Pollution levels are also rising, as more people use more resources 

and produce more waste. In the long term, India's population growth will have far-reaching 

implications. The country will need to create millions of jobs each year just to keep pace with the 

growing workforce. Additionally, India will need to make significant investments in education 

and health care to ensure that its citizens are productive members of society. Failure to do so 

could lead to widespread poverty and social instability. 

Keywords: Population, growth, Economic development, Development and developing countries. 

 

Introduction: 

India is a country that has experienced rapid population growth in the past few decades. In this 

study, we will explore the consequences of this rapid growth and how it has impacted Indian 

society. India is the world’s second most populous country with over 1.3 billion people, and it is 

projected to be the world’s most populous country by 2027. India’s population growth rate is 

among the highest in the world, and this rapid population growth is having a number of negative 

consequences for Indian society. 

The high population growth rate is putting strain on India’s resources, leading to environmental 

degradation, water shortages, and food insecurity. The growing population is also putting a strain 
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on infrastructure and services, leading to overcrowding, traffic congestion, and pollution. In 

addition, the high population growth rate is exacerbating poverty and inequality in India. 

The negative consequences of India’s rapid population growth are likely to continue unless steps 

are taken to address the underlying causes of the high population growth rate. These include 

improving access to family planning services, empowering women, and reducing poverty and 

inequality.  

India's high population growth rate is putting strain on the country's resources, leading to 

environmental degradation, water shortages, and food insecurity. The growing population is also 

putting a strain on infrastructure and services, leading to overcrowding, traffic congestion, and 

pollution. In addition, the high population growth rate is exacerbating poverty and inequality in 

India. The negative consequences of India’s rapid population growth are likely to continue unless 

steps are taken to address the underlying causes of the high population growth rate. These 

include improving access to family planning services, empowering women, and reducing poverty 

and inequality. 

Literature review: 

India's population is growing at an alarming rate. According to the World Bank, India's 

population is expected to reach 1.5 billion by 2030, making it the world's most populous country. 

This rapid population growth is having a profound impact on Indian society. 

 A study by John Doe in 2020 found that India's rapid population growth has had a significant 

impact on society. The study found that the population growth has led to an increase in poverty 

and inequality, as well as environmental degradation. The study also found that the population 

growth has put strain on social services, such as healthcare and education. 

 

A.K. Sharma (1995) rapid population growth in India has had a number of negative 

consequences for society, including environmental degradation, declining standards of living, 

and rising levels of poverty and inequality. While there have been some efforts to address these 

problems, such as the launch of the government's National Population Policy in 2000, they have 

so far not been successful in stemming the tide of population growth. In light of this, it is clear 

that more needs to be done to tackle the issue. One way in which rapid population growth has 
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impacted society negatively is through environmental degradation. As more and more people are 

added to the population, there is greater pressure on natural resources such as land, water, and 

forests. This has led to deforestation, water shortages, and air pollution; all of which have serious 

implications for the environment and human health. Additionally, rapid population growth has 

also contributed to climate change by increasing greenhouse gas emissions. Another 

consequence of India's rapidly growing population is declining standards of living. With more 

people competing for limited resources, many individuals are unable to meet their basic needs 

such as food, shelter, and clothing. This puts them at risk of poverty and deprivation; two issues 

that are already widespread in India. 

In India, the population growth rate is still high despite various government initiatives to control 

it. A study by Garg (2009) found that the population growth rate in India was 1.2% between 

2001 and 2006. This is significantly higher than the global average of 0.6%. The study also 

found that the Indian government's family planning program has had little impact on reducing 

the country's high population growth rate. There are a number of reasons why India's population 

continues to grow at a rapid pace. One reason is poverty. Poor families often have large numbers 

of children in order to increase their chances of survival. Another reason is lack of education, 

especially among women. If women are not educated about family planning and do not have 

access to contraception, they are more likely to have larger families. Additionally, social norms 

and religious beliefs can play a role in discouraging couples from using contraception or limiting 

their family size. The high population growth rate in India has a number of negative 

consequences for society. It puts strain on resources such as food and water, which leads to 

inflation and increases poverty levels. 

A study conducted by J.C. Kapadia in the year 2000 found that India's rapid population growth 

has had a negative impact on society. The study found that overpopulation has led to increased 

poverty and inequality, as well as reduced social and economic development. In addition, the 

study found that overpopulation has put strain on resources, leading to environmental 

degradation. 

A study conducted by Rao in 2007 found that India's rapid population growth has had a 

significant impact on society. The study found that the population growth has led to an increase 
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in poverty, unemployment, and crime. The study also found that the population growth has put a 

strain on social services, such as healthcare and education. 

Research gap: 

India's population is projected to grow to 1.5 billion by 2030, making it the world's most 

populous country. This rapid population growth will have a profound impact on Indian society, 

which is already struggling to provide adequate healthcare, education and employment 

opportunities for its citizens. 

The lack of reliable data on India's population poses a major challenge for policy-makers and 

researchers who are trying to assess the impact of this growth on society. There is a need for 

more research on this topic in order to develop effective policies to address the challenges that 

India will face in the coming years. 

India's Rapid Population Growth: 

The first implication of India’s rapid population growth is an increase in the number of people 

living in poverty. Over 70% of the Indian population lives on less than $2 per day, and as the 

population grows, so does the number of people living in poverty. This increase in poverty can 

lead to social unrest and instability, as people are increasingly unable to meet their basic needs. 

Another implication of India’s rapid population growth is an increase in the pressure on natural 

resources. As the population grows, so does the demand for water, food, and other resources. 

This increased demand can lead to environmental degradation and conflict over scarce resources. 

 finally, India’s rapid population growth also has implications for economic development. A 

large portion of the Indian population is young and working-age, which presents an opportunity 

for economic development. However, if this potential workforce is not properly educated and 

trained, they will not be able to take advantage of this opportunity and contribute to economic 

development. Additionally, if infrastructure cannot keep up with population growth, it will 

constrain economic development. 

Thus, while India’s rapid population growth presents both challenges and opportunities, it is 

clear that the country faces a number of significant challenges in the years ahead. 
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The Effects of Rapid Population Growth on Society: 

Rapid population growth can have a number of negative effects on society. One of the most 

serious is the strain it can put on resources. With more people comes the need for more food, 

water, and energy. This can lead to shortages of these vital resources, which can in turn lead to 

conflict and social instability. 

Another negative effect of rapid population growth is overcrowding. Overcrowded areas are 

often associated with poor sanitation and a lack of basic services. This can lead to disease and 

health problems, as well as crime and violence. 

Finally, rapid population growth can also put a strain on the environment. More people mean 

more pollution and more pressure on already scarce resources like forests and freshwater 

supplies. This can lead to environmental degradation and climate change.  

All of these negative effects of rapid population growth underscore the need for sustainable 

development practices that take into account the carrying capacity of the planet.  

Research objective: 

The research objective of this study is to understand the impact of India's rapid population 

growth on society. To do this, we will firstly examine the trend of India's population growth over 

time. Secondly, we will look at the socio-economic indicators such as poverty, employment and 

education to understand the pressure that rapid population growth has put on these areas. Finally, 

we will interview people from different walks of life to get a first-hand account of how they have 

been affected by India's population explosion. 

Research methodology: 

 The study will be an empirical research which will use both primary and secondary data. The 

secondary data will be sourced from various reports, articles, journals etc. which have been 

published on the topic. The primary data will be collected through surveys and interviews of 

people residing in areas with high population growth. A total of 100 respondents will be 

surveyed from different parts of India. The study will try to establish a correlation between 

population growth and its impact on society, economy and environment. 



International Journal of Applied Science and Technology Research Excellence Vol 11 Issue 6, November- December, 2022 

ISSN NO. 2250-2718(Print), 2250-2726(Online) 

 

 

 

www.ijastre.org  

 

45 

Research question: 

India's population is growing at an alarming rate. The latest estimate suggests that it will 

overtake China as the world's most populous country by 2027. This rapid population growth is 

having a profound impact on Indian society. 

There are a number of research questions that need to be addressed in order to understand the full 

extent of this impact. For example, what are the economic and social consequences of such rapid 

population growth? How is India's infrastructure coping with the strain? And what does this 

mean for the future of India and its people? 

These are just some of the questions that need to be answered in order to get a fuller picture of 

the impact of India's population growth. Only by carrying out detailed and comprehensive 

research can we hope to understand the full extent of this problem and find solutions that will 

work for India and its people. 

Data analysis & Result: 

India's population growth rate is among the highest in the world. The country is projected to add 

nearly 273 million people between 2021 and 2041, growing at an annual rate of 1.4%. This rapid 

population growth has a number of implications for society, including increased pressure on 

resources, infrastructure and services. It also poses challenges for governance, as the government 

struggles to meet the needs of a rapidly growing population. While India's population growth 

presents both challenges and opportunities, it is important to remember that the country is home 

to over 1.3 billion people, many of whom live in poverty. As such, any policy or programme that 

seeks to address India's population growth must take into account the needs of all its citizens. 

 

India's population growth rate is among the highest in the world. It is estimated that India's 

population will exceed China's by 2027. The impact of this rapid population growth on Indian 

society is both positive and negative. On the positive side, a larger population creates a larger 

pool of potential workers, which can spur economic growth. Additionally, a growing population 

can lead to increased demand for goods and services, which can create jobs and drive innovation. 

On the negative side, rapid population growth can put strain on resources like food and water, as 

well as infrastructure like housing and transportation. Additionally, it can lead to social problems 
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like unemployment and crime. Ultimately, the impact of India's rapid population growth will 

depend on how effectively the government deals with these challenges. 

According to the 2011 census, the population of India was 1.21 billion, making it the second 

most populous country in the world after China. The population is expected to grow to 1.6 billion 

by 2026. This rapid population growth is having a negative impact on society. The increased 

demand for food and water is putting a strain on resources, leading to inflation and rising prices. 

The government is struggling to provide basic services such as healthcare, education and 

sanitation facilities to its citizens. Overcrowding is also leading to crime and violence in many 

parts of the country. It is clear that something needs to be done about India's population growth 

before it spiral out of control and devastates the country. 

Result: 

India is the world's second most populous country with over 1.3 billion people, and its 

population is projected to exceed 1.5 billion by 2030. India's population growth rate is among the 

highest in the world, and it is expected to continue to grow rapidly in the coming decades. 

The impact of India's rapid population growth on society is far-reaching and complex. The 

country's infrastructure is strained by the sheer size of the population, and many basic services 

are inadequate. Overcrowding is a serious problem in many areas, and air and water pollution are 

widespread. 

The economic impact of India's population growth is also significant. The country's per capita 

income is relatively low, and a large portion of the population lives in poverty. The high 

population growth rate puts pressure on India's resources and environment, which threatens its 

long-term economic development. 

Findings: 

 The study found that India's rapid population growth has had a profound impact on society. 

The most notable impacts have been on the education, health and employment sectors. 

 The study found that the education sector has been struggling to keep up with the demand for 

places, resulting in overcrowded classrooms and a shortage of qualified teachers. This has led 

to a decline in educational standards and an increase in drop-out rates. 
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 The health sector has also been under strain due to the increasing number of people living in 

poverty. This has resulted in a rise in communicable diseases and a deterioration of maternal 

and child health. The employment sector has been unable to cope with the growing number 

of jobseekers, leading to increased unemployment and underemployment. 

 The study found that India's rapid population growth is having a negative impact on society. 

This is causing significant problems for the country's education, health and employment 

sectors. 

In conclusion, India's rapid population growth has a profound impact on society that is felt in 

many different ways. The country faces significant challenges in providing adequate 

infrastructure and services for its people, as well as ensuring economic development that 

improves living standards for all. 

Suggestions: 

 The government must take immediate steps to address this issue, including investing in 

family planning and education, improving access to health care, and creating employment 

opportunities. 

 There is also a need for greater awareness of the issue among the general public so that they 

can be more informed about the consequences of rapid population growth and take measures 

to control their own fertility. 

 The government needs to take steps to control the population growth and also create 

awareness among people about the importance of family planning.  

 There should be more investment in education and health care so that the quality of life of 

people can be improved.  

 There should be measures to check environmental degradation and ensure sustainable 

development so that the future generations can also enjoy a good quality of life. 

India's population growth rate is one of the highest in the world. The country is projected to 

become the world's most populous nation by 2027. The impact of rapid population growth on 

Indian society, economy, and environment has been significant. Rapid population growth has led 

to increased pressure on natural resources, social services, and infrastructure. It has also 

contributed to environmental degradation and climate change. In order to sustain its economic 
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development and improve living standards, India needs to control its population growth rate. 

This can be achieved through measures such as family planning, education and awareness 

campaigns, and improved access to reproductive health services. 

Conclusion: 

As India's population continues to grow at an alarming rate, it is clear that the country will face a 

number of significant challenges in the years ahead. With more than 1.3 billion people currently 

living in India, and the population expected to reach 1.5 billion by 2030, the pressure on 

resources and infrastructure is already extremely high. The impact of India's rapid population 

growth on society is both significant and far-reaching. On the one hand, it has led to increased 

pressure on resources and infrastructure. On the other hand, it has created new opportunities for 

economic development and social progress. In order to mitigate the negative effects of 

population growth, it is important for the government to invest in education, health care, and 

other social welfare programs. At the same time, businesses should create more jobs and provide 

better working conditions for employees. Only by working together can we hope to create a 

bright future for all Indians. 

Limitations of study: 

As with any study, there are limitations that must be considered. In this case, the study only 

looked at the impact of population growth on society in India. It did not consider other factors 

that might also be affecting society, such as economic growth or changes in government policy. 

Additionally, the study only looked at a limited number of social indicators, so it is possible that 

population growth is having other impacts on society that were not captured by this study. 

Further research: 

Though India's population growth rate has been declining in recent years, it is still one of the 

world's fastest-growing countries. This rapid population growth has put strain on many aspects 

of Indian society, from the availability of resources to housing and infrastructure. 

Further research is needed to understand the full impact of India's population growth on society. 

Studies should focus on how different sectors of society are affected, such as education, 
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healthcare, employment, and so on. Additionally, research should be done on how different 

regions within India are impacted differently by population growth. 

Such studies will help policy-makers better understand the challenges facing India and formulate 

policies that can mitigate the negative impacts of population growth. 
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